
 
Godfrey Alexander FAIRLIE with his friend Albert FORRESTER 

Photo taken about January 1918 probably in England when they were on leave 
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Letter sent to Mr H H FAIRLIE from LIEUT. JAMES PAUMEA FERRIS  
 

In the Field 
FRANCE 

8 Apr 1918 
Tena ra Koutou 
 
I’m only a few hundred yards away from “Mick’s” (Godfrey’s) grave as I write this – You will have 
heard long ..? this of his death five days ago – the days have been too full of the rush of events to 
allow one to sit down and write – while my clothes are drying by the fire I would like to send you not 
only mine but the sympathy of all his comrades in your sorrow. 
 
He was a baby when he left you but he was a man and a soldier when he fell – Every bit of him. 
 
His comrades miss him in the Field and in the fun of camp life. 
 
Please give his mother my best wishes and Aroha, we are moving off again now 
 

Haere ra 
J P Ferris 

 
We brought Mick in the day after he was killed and the Rev. Pene Hakiwai blessed him with the 
others in the Military Grave at _______. 
 
His pals made him a very nice grave – and Parekura Pewhairangi prepared his cross. 
 
      JP 
 
 


