Trooper Edward Hewitt, 13/691, 2nd Reinf., Auckland Mounted Rifes, N.Z.E.F.

Edward was born on 28th November 1884, at Akaroa, New Zealand, the son of William John Hewitt and Eliza Ann Thomas, nee Bates.  At the time he joined the army, his parents were residing at Bottle Lake Road, Burwood, Christchurch.

He enlisted into the army at Trentham on 16th October 1914 and served 60 days in NZ before being transported to Egypt 14th December 1914, disembarking at Alexandria 2nd February 1915, a period of 51 days.

His medical description says that he was 6ft 1in, weighed 12stone, with a dark complexion, blue eyes and black hair. His religion was Church of England.  His sight, hearing, and colour vision were normal, limbs well formed, heart and lungs normal, teeth poor. He was vaccinated and in good bodily and mental health, with no defects and declared fit! 

At this time he was a self-employed farmer of Waimana, unmarried, with his only military experience in the De Vauchelles Rifle Club, Akaroa.

There is very little information contained in the war records, “15th August 1915; Posted to Unit Dardanelles 13th August 1915; 31st August, Reported Missing, Dardanelles 28 August 1915.  31st October 1915 Reasonable to suppose Dead: Finding of Board of Enquiry held at Sorpi Camp Lemnos, signed N. Fitzherbert, O.C. New Zealand Records Section.” So they obviously did not actually recover his body and he was just one of the many New Zealand soldiers killed that day. No living person saw his fate to enable them to report it.
Another form notes "Deserted” 30/5/1915, signed by a Capt. Phillips but as there is no further comment on that, I doubt that this was the case. It does not even merit a comment on when he returned to his unit.

Although his parents were listed as his next of kin initially, the Public Trust advised on 15 February 1919, that “all medals are to go to Gordon Hewitt, Waimana, Whakatane”, both parents having died prior to this.  Gordon is also noted to be the Legatee.  However, a Plaque and Scroll were despatched on 14 June 1921, addressed to his father at the Bottle Lake Road address and a certificate posted on 8th September 1927, also to the same address, so little notice was taken of the advise of the Public Trust and I wonder what happened to these?

His name is recorded as “Remembered with honour HILL 60 (NEW ZEALAND) MEMORIAL, Turkey.”  Hill 60 Cemetery lies among the old trenches and there an obelisk 22 ft high, rising from a stone platform, placed in the middle of the cemetery, commemorates the New Zealand soldiers who fell on Hill 60 and whose graves are unknown. The names of the war dead are inscribed on panels built into the masonry at the base of the obelisk. “The dedicatory inscription reads: HERE ARE RECORDED THE NAMES OF OFFICERS AND MEN OF NEW ZEALAND WHO FELL IN THE ACTIONS OF HILL 60, AUGUST 1915 AND IN SEPTEMBER 1915, AND WHOSE GRAVES ARE KNOWN ONLY TO GOD.”  Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
 A sad end to a loved son, brother and friend and a fate shared by so many fine men.  What a waste, in a battle which should never have taken place!!!!!!

Until Jeff Hewitt, his Gt. Nephew, discovered the photo in the Turnbull Library collection of the Weekly News, we could not visualise Edward. There is no one living who remembers him but his brother Gordon felt his loss keenly and named his only son after him, only to lose him also in battle during WWII.
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